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Press Release
Minnesota’s Most Vulnerable Cities
A report on the strength of Minnesota’s cities 
prepared by Strong Towns
Strong Towns, a Minnesota-based non-profit organization, has released a report titled Minnesota’s Most Vulnerable Cities. The report illustrates that many local governments are exposed to a risky dependence on state and federal funding that grows less sustainable – and less predictable – by the year. 
Many local governments have developed a financial structure that’s highly exposed to the risk that state and federal funding diminishes in the future. These communities rely on state and federal funds to provide basic services that include streets and highways, parks and open spaces, economic development and public safety. With the strong likelihood that future budget constraints will force reductions, or even the elimination, of state and federal support, dependence on these funding sources by cities is a gamble.
Our level of economic growth and our system of state and federal support have until recently insulated our communities from the reality that Minnesota’s places need to become more productive.
· **Download the Report (http://www.strongtowns.org/minnesotas-vulnerable-cities/)
· Table: City Ranking (sorted in order) (http://www.strongtowns.org/storage/Cities_%20by_Rank.pdf)
· Table: City Ranking (sorted alphabetically)
 (http://www.strongtowns.org/storage/Cities_by_Alphabetical.pdf)

Strong Towns is an education and advocacy organization committed to creating durable, fiscally sustainable and desirable communities. The mission of Strong Towns is to support a new model for growth that allows America’s towns to become financially strong and self-sufficient.
America's current approach to growth emphasizes investments in new infrastructure to serve or induce new development. This approach uses public dollars inefficiently, destructively subsidizes one type of development over another and leaves massive maintenance liabilities to future generations.

A Strong Town approach emphasizes obtaining a higher return on existing infrastructure investments. We can no longer simply disregard old investments in favor of new, but instead we need to focus on making better use of that which we are already committed to publicly maintain.

You can find out more information on Strong Towns and the Strong Towns movement at www.strongtowns.org. 
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